Cerastium L. (Caryophyllaceae) is a widely distributed Holarctic genus that also occurs in temperate and montane regions of the Southern Hemisphere except Australia and New Zealand (Pax & Hoffmann, 1934; Bittrich, 1993) . In the tropics and subtropics, the genus is mostly confined to non-forest habitats of mountainous regions such as the Andean cordilleras of South America (Baumann, 1988) . About 20 species of Cerastium have been reported from the high equatorial Andes (Rohrbach, 1871 (Rohrbach, -1873 Macbride, 1937; Brako & Zarucchi, 1993; Jørgensen & León-Yánez, 1999) . However, specific limits among the taxa often remain unclear, and confusion exists about their geographic distribution. During my work on the revision of the family Caryophyllaceae for the Flora of Ecuador, I had the chance to examine herbarium material not only from that country, but also from adjacent Andean countries. I distinguished two new species of Cerastium from the subgenus Eucerastium (Boissier) Pax that are here described and illustrated. Also encountered was one species that represents an addition to the list of Cerastium species in Peru (Brako & Zarucchi, 1993 Etymology. The species is named after Don José Cuatrecasas , a dedicated explorer of the páramo flora who collected the type of this species.
Relationships. The young inflorescence of Cerastium cuatrecasasii can be compact but apparently opens during later development. Because of the compact younger inflorescence, these plants were earlier treated as C. cephalanthum S. F. Blake, a species that comprised Venezuelan páramo plants distinguished from other species mainly by the capitate inflorescence. However, the appearance of the inflorescence is a poor character to differentiate species of Cerastium and, until better knowledge is available, C. cephalanthum should be considered synonymous with an earlier-named Venezuelan species, C. Plantae verisimiliter perennes, conspicue glutinosae; caulibus sterilibus brevibus, caespitosis, fertilibus adscendentibus usque erectis, breviter ramosis, deorsum retrorsohispidis, eglandulosis, sursum glandulosis. Folia numerosa, deorsum densa, imbricata, anguste lanceolata, hispida et breviter glandulosa, sursum remota, breviora, glandulosa. Inflorescentia erecta, 5-ad 15-flora; pedicellis erectis strictis. Flos sepalis anguste ovatis vel lanceolatis, glandulosis; petalis spathulatis, bilobis; ovarioum ovoideo vel ellipsoideo. Capsula recta, exserta, usque ad 20 mm longa; seminibus conspicue conico-tuberculatis, tuberculis costatis.
Plants most probably perennial, 15-70 cm tall, caespitose, conspicuously glutinous except near base, the roots sparsely branched, exceeding 18 cm, to 2 mm diam.; basal sterile branches few, short, tufted; fertile stems 2 to 4, ascending to erect, sparsely branched, stramineous and fragile at nodes upon senescence, retrorse-hispid and eglandular below, diffusely glandular-pubescent above. Leaves numerous, sessile, the lower ones densely clustered and imbricate, narrowly lanceolate, 22-44 6 3-4 mm, acute, hispid and sparsely glandular, at anthesis drying and recurving from base upward, the margins somewhat revolute, the upper ones progressively more distantly spaced, smaller, glandular, flat. Inflorescence cymose, erect, 5-to 15-flowered, erect; bracts narrowly lanceolate, 5-13 6 1-1.8 mm, herbaceous, glandular; pedicels erect, straight, to 2.3 mm, glandular. Sepals narrowly ovate to lanceolate, 7.1-12.5 6 1.8-3.4 mm, acute, glandular, the inner ones with membranous margin to 0.3 mm wide; petals white, spatulate, 7.9-10.5 6 3.3-4.2 mm, shorter than to equaling sepals (rarely exceeding them), bilobed, lobes 1.4-1.8 6 0.7-1.3 mm, acute to obtuse; stamens 10, subequal; filaments 3-4.5 mm; anthers oblong, ca. 0.85 mm; ovary ovoid to ellipsoid, ca. 1.9 6 3.1 mm; styles 5 (rarely 7), 1.6-2.4 mm; stigmas clavate. Capsule straight, cylindric, exserted, enlarging to 20 6 3.7-4 mm, opening with 10 teeth, the teeth straight or slightly opening, 1.3-1.4 mm long; seeds numerous, ovate to triangular, 0.8 mm long, 0.55-0.6 mm diam., conspicuously conically tuberculate, the tubercles ca. 0.1 mm high and about as broad at the base, ridged.
Distribution, habitat, and IUCN Red List category. The species is known from northern and central Ecuador. It was collected on open soil along road banks and on poorly developed, coarse volcanic soils, at elevations from 3100 to 3850 m. The species seems to prefer relatively drier habitats. Because of its limited geographic distribution and small number of known localities, the species is classified as Vulnerable (VU B1a) according to IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001) , although the number of localities may be underestimated due to insufficient exploration of the inter-Andean valley.
Etymology. The species is named after Wilhelm Möschl (1906 Möschl ( -1980 , an Austrian botanist who studied the genus Cerastium and described several species from South America, who seems to have intended to treat this as a distinct species as judged from his notes on some annotation labels, and whose determinations of Andean specimens provided illuminating insights for me during my early attempts to understand the specific limits among the Ecuadorian species of Cerastium.
Relationships. The habit of Cerastium wilhelmianum varies from low, rather tufted plants growing in extreme habitats of poorly vegetated pyroclastic soils around the Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador to tall plants growing on developed soils in more sheltered habitats within the páramo belt. The erect and straight pedicels, large flowers with petals shorter than or equaling the sepals, and straight capsules are distinct New Species of Cerastium features that differentiate C. wilhelmianum from other habitally similar species in the region (e.g., C. arvensiforme Weddell has petals distinctly longer than sepals; C. kunthii Briquet is also glandularpubescent, but its flowers are smaller, the petals are longer than sepals, and both pedicels and capsules are curved apically). Certain variation in floral characters was observed in two specimens from the Laguna Cuicocha area in northern Ecuador. Whereas the petals usually do not exceed the sepals in this species, the petals are to 1.3 times as long as the sepals in one duplicate (deposited at PRC) of the collection Sklenar 8239. Nevertheless, the petals are shorter than the sepals in the remaining duplicates of this collection number (deposited elsewhere), and other characters of the plant are consistent with the diagnostic characters of the type specimen. Another deviation is found in the collection Peñ afiel et al. 640 (MO), where seven styles are present in the single developed flower on the voucher.
